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BRYAN ARNESON 
 

 
THE END OF DREAMS 
 
“Do not part with your illusions. When they are gone you may 
still exist, but you have ceased to live.”   – Mark Twain 
 
I dreamed like a slave dreams. 
I dreamed the dreams of hope and harmony; 
of rubix cube worlds that fall into balance,  
after so much delicate tinkering, 
with one turning. 
I slept in miry blankets that were my dreams. 
They were a mother’s embrace 
and the steam that rises from hot cocoa. 
The dreams were stained glass butterflies, 
living crystals, like snowflakes gone feral; 
and they held time their captive. 
 
This is the end of dreams. 
 
Sometimes she leaves before you offer your heart. 
Sometimes the prodigal doesn’t come home. 
Sometimes water is thicker than blood 
 and sometimes water washes blood out. 
 
At sometimes you’ll regret mistakes that you’ve made 
 and plead for a fifth or sixth chance. 
At sometimes you’ll spit fire, fault, point fingers, and fail. 
At sometimes you’ll give up on finding something great. 
 
Forget your misery 

and frame your dreams. 
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